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Dear Parents, Staff and Students, 
 
The College is really ‘buzzing’ at present. On Thursday last week (Week 5), our Year 7 students were involved 
in ‘Unity Day’ which was organised to help them bond as a group at the beginning of their High school journey. 
The students were wonderfully behaved and participated in the activities on the day with enthusiasm and 
sincerity. My challenge to Year 7 on their Orientation Day last year and on their first day in 2021 - is to Be Brave. 
I challenged them to step out of their comfort zone, try new things and take every opportunity that is on offer. 
We saw a lot of ‘bravery’ on Thursday so well done Year 7 for taking up the challenge. 
 
I would like to thank all the parents of Year 7 students who came along to our ‘get-to-know-you’ BBQ last 
Thursday evening and for those who stayed for the Google Classroom parent workshop after dinner. It was great 
to see many familiar faces as well as new ones. I hope that events like these help people feel like part of our 
community. It is in the Gospel of Matthew that we find the following verse: “For where two or three gather in my 
name, there am I with them.” This is of course the central idea of our faith and one which we endeavour to 
achieve at our College in every interaction we have with each other every day. 
 
In Week 5, the College held our Opening School Liturgy. This liturgy was our first opportunity to formally 
recognise our 2021 SRC representatives as well as the House vice-Captains. The full list of the College SRC is 
as follows: 
 
Captains:   Jackson Whitney and Kaitlin Walker 
Vice-Captains:   Shane Rosolen and Liberty James 
 
House Captains:  Hunter Ryan (Champagnat) 
    Ella Roberts (De Paul) 
    Kalen Olive (MacKillop) 
    Tegan Simcox (McAuley) 
 
House Vice Captains:  Elizabeth Robinson (Champagnat) 
    Josh Macdonald (De Paul) 
    Poppy Lynes (MacKillop) 
    Ashton Harley (McAuley) 
 
Year 11 SRC:   Sophie-Rose Hastie and Chelsea Robertson 
 
Year 10 SRC:   Nicholas Carey and Kristhine Salceda 
 
Year 9 SRC:   Koby Duff and Ellie Gollan 
 
Year 8 SRC:   Divya Kumar and Emily Cruickshank  
  
Year 7 SRC:   To be elected in Term 2 
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I would like to congratulate the students who have been elected to represent their peers at the College and look 
forward to working with the SRC in 2021. 
 
The College is now gearing up for “Bullying - No Way” National Day of Action on Friday, 19 March. The SRC will 
be organising many different activities for the day. This is a day where our College community can come together 
and make a stand against bullying. There is a lot of information available and I would like to direct you to the 
Bullying - No Way website:  https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/  This is a great resource for parents and students with 
lots of great tips on how to talk about and deal with this widespread issue.  
 
Finally, on behalf of the entire College community I would like to offer condolences to Paul and Michele 
McCaffery on the death of Paul’s father and mother in the past few weeks. May they both rest in peace. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 

 
Tracy Robinson 
Principal 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL – LEARNING & TEACHING 
 

Today was School Photo Day which is always an important and busy day for any school. Thank you to all 
students who presented themselves with pride in their appearance and in the College. 
 

It’s been another busy fortnight at the College with numerous sporting and academic activities going on 
throughout the school. Assessments continue for all student’s Years 7-12 throughout this term. A reminder to 
make sure that your children are accessing the assessment calendar so that they know when their tasks are 
due. Also, please remember that senior students require a doctor’s certificate for an absence on the day of an 
assessment or on the day before an assessment is due. This is to maintain equity amongst students and make 
sure that no one student gets more time to complete a task than other students. If a student knows beforehand 
that they will be away for an assessment, a discussion with the Leader of Curriculum is required.  
 

The College continues to maintain its new mobile phone policy and the use of the Yondr pouches. Our aim is to 
try and minimise the distractions of personal communication devices in the classroom and during the school 
day. Phones must be switched off and locked in pouches at the beginning of the day. If a student needs to 
access their mobile phone during the day, they can go to the front office or come and see me and the pouches 
can be unlocked so that students can receive urgent information.  
 

Coming up in the next fortnight we have our College Cross Country and Colour Run (please see the SMCC 
Sport report for details), as well as our Bullying No Way Day. More information about both of these activities 
will come home to you in the next few weeks. 
 

Nadine Connolly 
Assistant Principal – Learning & Teaching 

Upcoming Dates 
 

Week 7 
 

 Friday, 12 March – Pi Day 
 
Week 8 
 
 Thursday, 18 March – Cross Country/Colour Run – 

EARTH Centre 
 Friday, 19 March – Bullying No Way Day 
 Friday, 19 March – Year 6 Lenten Program with 

Year 9 Ministry Students 

Parish Mass Times 
 

WEEKEND MASS  

6 pm (Sat) & 8 am (Sun) 
  

WEEKDAYS  
Monday 9.00am, Tuesday 8.00am, Wednesday 8.00am,  

Thursday 9.00am, Friday 9.00am, Saturday 9.00am   
   

RECONCILIATION   
  Saturday 8.30 am—9.00 am 

 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS, FUNERALS  
(Contact Parish office for details) 

   

COUNTRY MASS  
 14 February 2021 Mallanganee 10.30am 

  

MASKS ARE RECOMMENDED 
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FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL – MISSION 
 

On Thursday, 25 February we held our Year 7 Unity Day. This was the first opportunity for our youngest members 
of the College to engage with our Year 7-12 retreat program. This day is a fun day for all students where they 
get to build rapport with their peers and teachers in a fun atmosphere. Students left with a greater understanding 
of the role they play in our community, how we allow each other to belong and what it means to work together 
on the same team. 
 
Last week we were also able to join together to celebrate our Commencement Liturgy. We gathered to celebrate 
the beginning of a new school year and to find Joy in the sense of community. After a year where our 
opportunities to join together were limited, I believe that we have a renewed appreciation of what it means to 
belong, to be part of something bigger and to gather as one. Students were reminded of their need to make a 
choice this year, not to dwell on the things that have happened and that are out of our control, but to feel Joy in 
our time together and in the opportunities that are available to us. This was a wonderful event, led by Father 
Peter, in which we were able to welcome our newest and youngest members of our College community, our 
Year 7 students. During our Liturgy, we were able to celebrate our College leaders and had the opportunity to 
present their badges. Congratulations to all our leaders and may the Spirit work with you in your acts of service.  
 
Clare Axman 
Assistant Principal - Mission 

 
 
FROM THE LEADER OF CURRICULUM 
 

Electronic Submission of Assessment Tasks (Google Classroom) 
A number of students are failing to correctly submit their tasks via Google Classroom making one or both of the 
following mistakes: 

1. Not clicking the Hand in button for their task. This is a vital step in submitting a task as it transfers 
ownership of the file to the teacher & hence prevents further edits by the student. It also alerts the teacher 
to the number of students who have/have not submitted the task yet. 

 
 

o Please note that if a student does need to make changes BEFORE the due date, they can click 
the same button to unsubmit a task. 
 

2. Submitting the task AFTER the due time. Unless arranged otherwise, all tasks need to be submitted by 
9am. If a student has difficulty accomplishing this at home, they can ask their Homeroom teacher to allow 
them to submit the task (electronically) during Homeroom. 

 
Any of the above can lead to a student being awarded a mark of zero. 



 

 

 
Assessment Tasks 

 A reminder that ALL Year 10, 11 and 12 students require a medical certificate if they miss an in-class 
task. In-class tasks are identified on the Assessment Calendar with an “(IC)” after the Task name. 
Failure to provide one, will lead to a zero being awarded for that task. 

 Please note that the school also needs to be contacted by 9am on the day, advising us that a student 
will be away. 

 If there are other reasons for missing a task, students need to see myself (Leader of Curriculum) to get 
a Variation of Assessment form which will be used in determining whether we can grant an exception 
to awarding a zero mark for missing a task. 

 If a student expects to be away, then a student also needs to get a Variation of Assessment form from 
me. 

 
Michael Woerner 
Leader of Curriculum 
 

 
FROM THE LITERACY COACH 
 

This Term, students in Year 7 and Year 8 have participated in PAT testing, Cold Writes and Best Start 
Assessment and we like to thank each student for their giving it their best effort.  This data will allow teachers 
and students to identify their strengths and weaknesses to prioritise areas for student growth.  Each piece of 
data contributes to the overall jigsaw puzzle to improve student growth. 
 
I would also like to thank all the families that attended our first parent workshop this year on Google Classroom: 
A Parent Guide.  Whether you were onsite or via Zoom we thank you for your participation and feedback and 
look forward to your involvement in future workshops.  I would also like to take this opportunity to thank both Mr 
Michael Woerner and Mr Scott Taylor for the running of this workshop. 
 
Our next College workshop in Week 9 this term will combine NAPLAN and Minimum Standards essentials in 
one evening.  Our Leader of Literacy, Ms Joanne Colville will run through all the essential details for families on 
these upcoming assessments.  It is very important that students attend with their parents/carers for these 
workshops.  Please see the below flyer and more information will be available closer to the date. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kelly Winters 
Literacy Coach 

 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=lism.catholic.edu.au_qk9mm09sv3caq5cq2erdp3j6kg%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=Australia%2FSydney


 

 

 
FROM THE LEADER OF STUDENT WELFARE 
 

Kirra Pendergast is the Founder of Safe on Social Media Pty Ltd. Kirra is well known to our school community 
as she has been presenting to our staff and students over a number of years now. She is passionate about 
cybersafety and keeping young people safe from the risks relating to potential online abuse. In 2014 Kirra 
Pendergast founded Safe on Social Media Pty Ltd after experiencing serious and relentless cyberbullying and 
trolling herself. 
 
Over the next series of newsletters, I will be including some of her tips for parents from the Safe on Social Media 
Toolkit. The first tip from Kirra is below. To find out more click here www.safeonsocialtoolkit.com 

 
Michele McCaffery 
Leader of Student Welfare 

 
 
SMCC MINISTRY CORNER 
 

It’s an exciting time for ministry at SMCC with plenty of events and opportunities happening for students in Years 
7-12. Please see below for an overview from your YMO’s. 
 
Lead Conference 
The annual Diocesan LEAD Conference for Senior students is coming up on the 11th and 12th of March at 
McAuley Catholic College, Grafton. LEAD is a great opportunity for Senior students to develop skills in 
Leadership and Youth Ministry and to engage in their faith in a new and exciting way.  
 
Transitus 
Transitus is a student discipleship event for students in Year 7. This year, Transitus will be run on the 25th and 
26th of March at Camp Koinonia, Evans Head. Transitus is an opportunity for Year 7 students to meet people 
from other schools across the Diocese and it is also an invitation into a relationship with Jesus.  
 

What to do about Group Chats  
Tips to teach young people (and yourself): 
Keep group chats positive, helpful, and supportive. These are not places where we have a whinge about 
someone else, share images without the consent of others, reveal secrets, or create drama, gossip, or 
spread rumours. 
Learn how to leave. Often kids are in multiple chats at once. If the chat is getting toxic, bullying is 
happening or images circulated, or anything that may be deemed illegal, make sure they know to take a 
screenshot and log out, so they do not find themselves in a "guilty by association" situation if something 
gets reported. They need to speak up to a trusted adult immediately.  
Sometimes they have got no other option but to leave a group chat, the notifications have become too 
much, the conversation has become increasingly irrelevant, and their phone has become cluttered with 
too many group chats for them to keep across them all. In most cases, the exit button is easy to find. In 
the case of group chats on Instagram for example, tap the header banner in a group conversation to see 
its participants and then tap on Leave Conversation to quit it. 
Make sure they know they should not feel compelled to respond straight away or be a part of every 
single interaction. 
Remember that just because there are only six participants in a private chat does not mean that the chat 
will remain private. There are plenty of ways these chats can become very public. 
Avoid using late at night or let people know when they are signing off for the day. 
If getting overloaded with alerts, change the way chat notifications appear. Make those pings silent and 
invisible quickly on both Android and iOS. On Android, open up Settings, go to Apps & notifications, and 
choose an app to make changes. On iOS, take even more control over the alerts style: From Settings, 
pick Notifications, then tap on a particular messaging app to see the available options. 
It is also useful to silence individual conversations temporarily. It is easy to make sure alerts from certain 
people come through while limiting the number of pings from everyone in the chat. Most messaging 
tools and group chat apps allow conversations to be muted for a period, and the option should be easy 
to find in the app of choice. If not, a simple google search will give instructions. 
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Project Compassion - Caritas 
This lent, join millions of Australians who want to end poverty and injustice in our world. Be more and donate to 
Project Compassion. There is a box with each homeroom teacher and house points will be given to the house 
that raises the most money. 
 
Mass and Maccas 
Mass and Maccas is on every Wednesday morning kicking off with an 8am mass in the church and breakfast at 
McDonald’s afterwards. Students are encouraged to bring money for breakfast and more information can be 
found on the ministry window.  
 
Faith on Fridays 
Faith on Fridays is held every Friday at recess in M2. Students are encouraged to meet other students, 
participate in prayer and reflect on Sunday's gospel. Led by the YMO’s, this group is a chance to have some 
food, talk to friends and grow our faith community at SMCC. 
 
Year 7 Unity Day 
The Year 7 Unity Day was held last Thursday and was a great success. Year 7 students were involved in games, 
talks and team bonding activities. Thank you to the Year 7 students for your involvement in the day and to the 
staff for your support in helping to run this day.  
 
Ministry Classes 
The Year 9 & Year 10 Ministry classes have been busy preparing for retreats such as the Year 7 Unity Day and 
the SMP Lenten Program.  
 
Dan and Theo 
Youth Ministry Officers 

 
 
SMCC SPORT 
 

Important Dates 

Wk 7 

Tuesday, 9 March - Dio Rugby League Trials (15/Open Boys) @ Woodlawn 

Tuesday, 9 March - Dio Tennis Championships @ Tweed Heads 

Wk 8 

Wednesday, 17 March - Dio Individual Touch Trials @ Coffs Harbour 
Thursday, 18 March - SMCC Cross Country @ E.A.R.T.H Centre 
 

Dio Swimming Carnival 
Twenty-four students represented SMCC at the Lismore Diocesan Swimming Carnival held in Lismore on 
Thursday, 4 March. We had a number of outstanding results, with six students qualifying for the NSWCCC 
Swimming Championships at Homebush on Monday, 29 March: 

 Elle Hannigan: 14 Girls 50m Free, 14 Girls 50m Back, 14 Girls 100 Free, Junior Girls 4x50m Free Relay 
 Billy McGrath: 14 Boys 50m Free, 14 Boys 50m Back, 14 Boys 100 Free, 12-14 Boys 200m Free 
 Hayden Comerford: 14 Boys 100m Breast 
 Belle Wall: Junior Girls 4x50m Free Relay 
 Ellie Bower: Junior Girls 4x50m Free Relay 
 Lillian Grant: Junior Girls 4x50m Free Relay 

Special mention to Elle Hannigan who was awarded the 14 Girls Diocesan Age Champion and to Billy McGrath 
(14 years) and Clayton Wilkinson (15 years) who were both runners up in their respective age divisions. 
 

SMCC Colourful Cross Country 

For the first time in many years, we will be holding a whole school cross country at our EARTH Centre during 
Periods 4-6 on the afternoon of Thursday, 18 March. To add to the excitement, the Cross Country will be 
combined with our very first Colour Run. Students who would like to run the Cross Country course competitively 
for a chance to compete at Dio are to give their name to Mr Ryan by the end of Week 7. Competitive runners 
will catch the bus out to the EARTH Centre first to begin their races. The remainder of the school will catch buses 
afterwards for an afternoon of colour, fun and physical activity.  
 



 

 

 
A letter will be sent home to all parents and guardians next week with information regarding the Colour Run 
including safety precautions and instructions for students. 
 
Mike Ryan 
Sports Coordinator 

 
 
CANTEEN ROSTER     UNIFORM SHOP 
 

Week 7 

8/3  

9/3  

10/3 Jody Transton 

11/3  

12/3  

Week 8 

15/3  

16/3  

17/3 Jody Transton 

18/3  

19/3  

 
 

Uniform Shop Opening Hours 

Tuesdays 3.15pm to 5.00pm 

Thursdays 2.00pm to 5.00pm 

 

Payments of cash, cheque or EFTPOS are welcome. 

 

SECOND HAND UNIFORMS 

Sustainable School Shop is an online shop dedicated to buying and 

selling of second hand uniforms. For more information ring 1300683337 

or visit www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au. 

 

Please note that this facility is available for use with the new College 

uniforms only. 

 

http://www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au/

