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Dear Parents, Staff and Students, 

 
This week, the College celebrated Ash Wednesday. This is one of the most important holy days on our liturgical 
calendar and marks the beginning of Lent, a special season of fasting and prayer. Due to COVID restrictions, 
ashes were unable to be dispersed. Instead, our College has placed a visible reminder of the ashes in the Large 
COLA area. The ashes remind us that, at times, we all make choices that take us away from God’s love, choices 
that don’t realise our own dignity or the dignity of others. They remind us of how important it is to acknowledge 
where we may have gone wrong, to seek forgiveness, and to try to make better choices in the future.  

 
Fr Peter spoke about the three things that are important during Lent: Prayer, Fasting and Charity. During Lent 
we take the opportunity to connect with our Catholic faith through participation in Caritas Australia’s annual 
Lenten fundraising and awareness-raising appeal - Project Compassion. Project Compassion brings thousands 
of Australians together in solidarity with the world's poor to help end poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity.  

 
2021 has seen a new era of collaboration between St Mary’s Catholic College and St John’s College, Woodlawn. 
The two schools have entered an agreement where students of both colleges will be sharing facilities and some 
classes. We have had 5 of our Year 11 students take up the option of Furniture Making and they travel to Lismore 
once a week for an extended lesson. In turn, Woodlawn brings students over to study Automotive in our Trade 
Training facilities at the EARTH centre. We believe that this improves choices and options for students in both 
schools. 

 
It would be remiss of me not to mention the Swimming Carnival which took place last week. Attendance was 
very good and participation was even better. Congratulations to Champagnat House for winning the carnival 
this year and also to the students who participated on the day. Congratulations to all our Age Champions. A 
huge thank you must go to Mr Mike Ryan for his organisation of the carnival and to all teachers and parents who 
were supervising, cheering and supporting during the day.  

 
I would like to highlight some upcoming events: 

 Our College Opening Liturgy will be celebrated on Wednesday, 24 February with the induction of our 
Student Representative Council for 2021. 

 Year 7 Unity Day will be held next Thursday, 25 February. This is a day for our year 7 students to join 
together as one group of students outside the classroom. This day will end with a parent BBQ and 
information session. Further details will be sent home shortly. 

 College Photographs will be taken on Friday, 5 March. Full, formal uniform must be worn on this day, 
which includes long trousers and ties for our Years 11 & 12 boys.  

 Catholic Schools Week begins on Monday, 26 April. Further details of celebrations will be provided. 
 Pupil Free Days will occur on Thursday, 1 April (Holy Thursday), and Monday, 19 April. 
 Open Evening will be on Monday, 26 April from 5.15pm 
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Finally, I will leave you with a reflection on Lent from Pope Francis: “May Mary, Mother of the Saviour, ever 
faithful at the foot of the cross and in the heart of the Church, sustain us with her loving presence. May the 
blessing of the risen Lord accompany all of us on our journey towards the light of Easter.” 
 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Tracy Robinson 
Principal 

 

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL – LEARNING & TEACHING 
 

YONDR  
The implementation of the YONDR pouches last week has been a smooth transition for most students. Please 
see below for details regarding the Student Mobile Phone YONDR Policy. 
 
Mobile Phone Procedures 
As students enter the school grounds they will be required to turn their phone off and place their phone inside 
the pouch using the unlocking station as they enter the school grounds, securely close it and store in their school 
bag. Each student will maintain possession of their mobile phone inside their YONDR Pouch for the duration of 
the school day where the phones remain locked. Homeroom teachers will check this procedure has been 
followed. Students arriving late will go through this process at the College Office. At the end of the day students 
leave the school and unlock their pouch using an unlocking station and place their pouch in their school bag for 
the next day. 
 
No unlocked phone is permitted on school grounds during school hours unless part of a learning experience at 
the explicit direction of teaching staff. If a student needs to make a phone call for any purpose, they are to make 
contact with one of the Assistant Principals to organise this ahead of time. 
 
When a phone is sighted by staff 
The staff member will ask for the phone to be handed over immediately and place the phone in the 
Assistant Principal’s (Learning and Teaching) office in a secure location. Parents or guardians will be contacted 
and arrangements will be made for the release of the property.  

Upcoming Dates 
 

Week 5 
 

 22/2/21-23/2/21 – Year 7 Best Start testing 
 Tues, 23 February – Nominations close for Dio 

Rugby League Trials (15/Opens Boys) and Dio 
Football Trials (Open Boys/Girls) 

 Wed, 24 February – College Opening Liturgy 
 Thurs, 25 February – Year 7 Unity Day 
 Thurs, 25 February – Year 7 Parent BBQ – 5pm 
 Thurs, 25 February – Introduction to Google 

Classroom: A Parent Guide – Onsite and via 
Zoom – 6pm 

 
Week 6 
 

 Tues, 2 March – Dio Individual Touch Trials – 
Coffs Harbour 

 Wed, 3 March – Year 7 Vaccinations 
 Thurs, 4 March – Dio Swimming Carnival – 

Lismore 
 Fri, 5 March – College Photo Day 

Parish Mass Times 
 

WEEKEND MASS  
6 pm (Sat) & 8 am (Sun) 

  
WEEKDAYS  

Monday 9.00am, Tuesday 8.00am,  
Wednesday 8.00am,  

Thursday 9.00am, Friday 9.00am,  
Saturday 9.00am   

   
RECONCILIATION   

  Saturday 8.30 am—9.00 am 
 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS, FUNERALS  
(Contact Parish office for details) 

   
COUNTRY MASS  

 14 February 2021 Mallanganee 10.30am 
  

MASKS ARE RECOMMENDED 
  

 



 

 

 
If the student refuses to hand over the phone, the staff member will send the offending student with their phone 
to the College office where the Assistant Principal (Learning and Teaching) will record this in RISC and contact 
their parents. This action may result in suspension with disciplinary action being at the discretion of the Principal. 
 
Damaged or lost pouches 
Students who have lost or damaged their pouch are not to bring their phone to school until they have organised 
a replacement pouch. Students will be required to pay a fee of $20 for the replacement pouch. 
 
YONDR Inspections 
Periodically throughout the school year all students’ YONDR pouches will be inspected to ensure they are still 
functional and being kept in good order. Students’ pouches that are damaged or graffitied will be either 
surrendered and billed OR replaced as determined by the Assistant Principal (Learning and Teaching). 
 
Students who do not have their phone pouch with them will be required to place their phone in the office of the 
Assistant Principal (Learning and Teaching) for the school day, their details will be recorded and follow up 
procedure of parent notification will be required. 
 
Uniform and Grooming 
It has been pleasing to see the majority of students adhere to the uniform and grooming requirements as noted 
in the last Newsletter. The College takes pride in the way in which students present themselves whilst at school 
and in the public. Please continue to support the College in this area. 
 
Nadine Connolly 
Assistant Principal – Learning & Teaching 
 
 

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL – MISSION 
 

This week we celebrated Ash Wednesday. This day signifies the beginning of Lent, the 40 days leading up to 
Easter, the most significant event on the Liturgical calendar. As Christians we are called to turn back to God 
through prayer, fasting and charity. We, as members of this Catholic community, are called to reach out to those 
less fortunate than ourselves, to love all our neighbours. Here at St Mary’s we are able to Reach Out to the 
marginalised through our connections to social justice organisations such as Caritas Australia. Throughout Lent 
we, as a community, raise funds for Caritas to better someone else’s life and act justly, love tenderly and walk 
humbly in our own lives. 
 
It was lovely to see our students join together in prayer on Wednesday, 17 February as we celebrated the start 
of Lent with our Ash Wednesday liturgy, led by Father Peter Slack. On Wednesday, 24 February we will join 
together again to celebrate our College Opening Liturgy and induct our new College Leaders.  
 
On Thursday, 25 February we will be holding our Year 7 Unity Day. This is the first opportunity for our youngest 
members of the College to engage with our 7-12 retreat program. This day is a fun day for all students where 
they get to build rapport with their peers and teachers in a fun atmosphere. Information regarding this will be 
sent home next week.  
 
Clare Axman 
Assistant Principal - Mission 

 
 
FROM THE LEADER OF CURRICULUM 
 

Correction 
In the previous Newsletter I stated that Year 7 - 9 students need a Medical Certificate for absences from 
assessment tasks. This is NOT correct. Medical certificates are only required for Years 10 - 12. 
 
Year 10 
2022 Subject Selections 
Whilst it may seem a little premature to be talking about subject selections in February, the decisions about what 
subjects to study in Year 11 and 12 are not ones to be taken lightly. Consequently, I have decided to include an  



 

 

 
approximate timeline for subject selections at St Mary’s for 2021 in this Newsletter. Please note that the indicated 
‘dates’ are approximate and may be subject to change. 
 

1. Session 1 - Middle of Term 2 
- HSC & Compressed Curriculum Information 
- English & Religious Education Leaders of Learning talk 
- VET & TAFE Information 
2. Session 2 - Week 2 of Term 3 
- Leaders of Learning sign off on students’ subject selections 

 
- Repeat of Session 1 for parents & guardians (late afternoon or early evening) subject to COVID 

restrictions 
- Subject Selection (Google) form is made available. Closes 2 weeks later. 
3. Session 3 - Week 6 - 8 SETP Interviews 
- Teachers interview each student about their subject selection with parents/guardians present (late 

afternoon/early evening) 
 
Confirmation of Entry 
Over the next week, all Year 10, 11 and 12 will be signing off their Confirmation of Entry form. This form is a 
requirement from NESA that ensures that students are aware of what subjects they are enrolled in for a ROSA 
or HSC. 
 
I will also use this opportunity to make sure that students have accessed their (NESA) StudentsOnline account. 
Access to that account allows students to download their eRecord or ROSA. Please note that neither of those 
certificates are issued by schools in NSW. They are only available from NESA. 
 
For Year 11 and 12 students, their StudentsOnline account will also have their personalised HSC Exams 
timetable once it is published in about mid-May. All senior students will receive an email from NESA around that 
time asking them to login to their account and check their timetable. 
 
Electronic Submissions of Assessment Tasks 
A reminder to ALL students that any hand-in task that is electronic (submitted via Google Classroom) is due by 
9am on the due date (unless otherwise arranged with the teacher). Furthermore, it is a requirement that a student 
clicks the Hand in button for that task to be counted as submitted. Lastly, to avoid tasks ‘getting lost’, students 
need to use the template/blank document if one was pushed out to them via Google Classroom for their task. 
 
Important Links 

 Assessment Calendar  (bit.ly/smccassessmentcalendar) 
 StudentsOnline (Year 11 & 12 only for the moment) 

 
Michael Woerner 
Leader of Curriculum 
 
 

FROM THE LITERACY COACH 
 

Best Start - Year 7 
Students in Year 7 will participate in Best Start during week 5 of Term 1. Best Start Year 7 is a literacy and 
numeracy assessment package for schools to use in the first five weeks of Year 7. It is designed to: 

 provide teachers with consistent and up-to-date information about new students' skills and abilities in 
literacy and numeracy 

 identify students at risk of falling behind 
 help inform targeted teaching and intervention strategies.' 

 
If you have any questions regarding the Best Start assessment, please do not hesitate to contact the 
College.  You can also access more information from the NSW Government website - Education. 
 
 
 

http://bit.ly/smccassessmentcalendar
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=lism.catholic.edu.au_7gshirk534r3dp4ehl9n4fmfi0@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=Australia/Sydney
https://studentsonline.nesa.nsw.edu.au/
https://education.nsw.gov.au/literacy-and-numeracy-strategy/secondary-school-initiatives/best-start-year-7


 

 

 
I would also like to thank all of Year 7 and 8 for their participation in PAT Testing and the Cold Writes during 
Week 3.  These assessments also provide important information to teachers about where students are at in their 
learning and how teachers can provide opportunities for growth in the future. 
 
Parent Workshops 
Please see the notice towards the end of this Newsletter for dates of the upcoming Parent Workshops. 
 
Kelly Winters 
Literacy Coach 
 

 
SMCC SPORT 
 

Important Dates 
Wk 5 
Tuesday 23rd February - Nominations close for Dio Rugby League Trials (15/Opens Boys) and Dio Football 
Trials (Open Boys/Girls) 
Wk 6 
Tuesday 2nd March - Dio Individual Touch Trials @ Coffs Harbour 
Thursday 4th March - Dio Swimming Carnival @ Lismore 
 
SMCC Swimming Carnival 
The annual College Swimming Carnival was held on Thursday, 11 February at the Casino Memorial Pool. A 
fantastic turnout with close to 80% of our students in attendance. We were blessed with beautiful sunshine for a 
day of fun and competition as our four houses hit the water and put each other to the test.  
 



 

 

 

 
 
There were some fantastic results on the day with a number of records being broken. Well done to the following 
students: 
Records 

 Elle Hannigan (McAuley) - 14yrs Girls 50m Backstroke: 35.82 secs 
 Billy McGrath (Champagnat) - 14yrs Boys 100m Freestyle: 1:03.34 
 Clayton Wilkinson (Champagnat)- 15yrs 100m Freestyle: 1:02.22 
 McAuley 12-14yrs Girls 4x50m Freestyle Relay: 2:20.58 
 Champagnat 15-16yrs Boys 4x50m Freestyle Relay: 2:00.78 

 
The highlight of the day however, were certainly the novelty events. There were inflatable races, continuous 
relays, staff vs house captain’s races and the introduction of our very first belly flop competition, headlined by 
Mr Lollback and Mr Lynch who both had the crowd on their feet in hysterics. 
 
Congratulations to Champagnat who produced yet another dominant performance in the pool to claim the title 
of House Swimming Champion. A special mention to De Paul whose enthusiasm and participation saw them 
clinch second place, the highest De Paul have finished for a number of years. 
 
The final standings were as follows: 
Standings 

1. Champagnat - 1433 points 
2. De Paul - 931 points 
3. McAuley - 904 points 
4. MacKillop - 841 points  

 
Individual age champions will be presented with their medallions and certificates at the next formal assembly. 
Eligible students will now go on to the Lismore Diocesan Carnival which will be held at Lismore Memorial Baths 
on Thursday, 4 March.  
 
Mike Ryan 
Sports Coordinator 

 
 



 

 

 
BOARD GAME CLUB 
 

Board Game Club will be commencing at the College on Thursday, 25 February.  There has been an explosion 
of new and interesting games developed in the last 15-20 years covering a range of themes from fighting demons 
to creating the perfect environment to attract exotic birds.   
 
Board Game Club will be free and will run after school in M1 each Thursday. Students will be able to play a 
diverse range of modern board games without the cost usually associated with the hobby.  Any students who 
already own games and want to use this opportunity to play with their mates are welcome to bring along their 
games as well. In order to join up, students will need to collect a permission note from Mr Chivers and have it 
returned to the College office before the first day they attend. 
 
Mark Chivers 
Teacher 
 
 

COLLEGE PHOTO DAY 
 

The School Photographer will be at the College on Friday, 5 March for College photos. The envelopes to order 
photos went home with students this week. Photos can be ordered online using the code on the envelope or 
cash can be paid on the day in the envelope. Please ensure the correct change is in the envelope as the College 
office cannot provide change on the day.  
 
The School Photographer has asked that all envelopes are brought on the day whether you have ordered online 
or are not ordering at all to assist with the smooth running of the day. Sibling envelopes are available for 
collection from the College office.  
 
A reminder that Senior boys are required to have long grey trousers purchased through the College Uniform 
Shop for photo day.  
 

 
YEAR 7 VACCINATIONS 
 

The Year 7 vaccinations will be held at the College on Wednesday, 3 March. Consent forms have been sent 
home with students this week. If you would like your child to be vaccinated at school, please complete the 
consent form and have it returned to the College office by Monday, 1 March. 
 
Each year NSW Health works in partnership with schools to offer the vaccines recommended by the National 
Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) for adolescents as part of the school vaccination program. 
 
In 2021 the following vaccines will be offered: 
 

YEARS VACCINE NUMBER OF DOSES 

 
 
Year 7 

 
Human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine 

2-doses at least 6 
months apart 

Diphtheria-Tetanus-Pertussis (whooping cough) 
vaccine 

Single dose 

Years 10 Meningococcal ACWY vaccine Single dose 

 
Parent Information Kits that include an information sheet, consent form and privacy statement will be sent home 
to parents/guardians. To consent to the vaccination of their child, parents/guardians are advised to: 
 

 read all the information provided 

 complete the consent form, including signing their name next to the vaccine/s they would like their child to 
receive 

 return the completed consent form to their child’s school 

 ensure their child eats breakfast on the day of the school vaccination clinic 
 



 

 

 
Please note that, to improve vaccination completion, students will be opportunistically offered any missed doses 
during Year 7 and catch up into Year 8 (for HPV and dTpa vaccination) and during Year 10 and catch up into 
Year 11 (for Meningococcal ACWY vaccination) or consent signed in 2020. 
 
Parents/guardians who wish to withdraw their consent for any reason may do so by writing to the school Principal 
or phoning the school. The Procedure for Withdrawal of Consent is available on the NSW Health website at 
www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation/ Pages/withdraw_consent.aspx. 
 
A Record of Vaccination will be provided to each student vaccinated at each clinic either as a physical card or a 
text message sent to the mobile number recorded on the consent form. Details about vaccinations given at 
school will also be uploaded to the Australian Immunisation Register (AIR) to support complete vaccination 
histories. 

 
 
CANTEEN ROSTER     UNIFORM SHOP 
 

 

 

Week 3 

22/2  

23/2  

24/2 Jody Transton 

25/2  

26/2  

Week 4 

1/3  

2/3  

3/3 Jody Transton 

4/3  

5/3  

Uniform Shop Opening Hours 

Tuesdays 3.15pm to 5.00pm 

Thursdays 2.00pm to 5.00pm 

 

Payments of cash, cheque or EFTPOS are welcome. 

 

SECOND HAND UNIFORMS 

Sustainable School Shop is an online shop dedicated to buying and 

selling of second hand uniforms. For more information ring 1300683337 

or visit www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au. 

 

Please note that this facility is available for use with the new College 

uniforms only. 

 

Casino RSM Cougars JRLFC - 
Girls League Tag 

 

Casino RSM Cougars registrations are open 

for 13's & 14's Girls TACKLE Rugby 

League, 13's to 16's Girls League TAG and 

Opens 16+ Ladies League TAG. 

Registrations can be completed 

on www.playrugbyleague.com 

 

Additionally, there will be announcements 

made shortly regarding an additional girls 

tackle competition for girls of all ages. 

Updates can be found on the Casino RSM 

Cougars JUNIOR Rugby League Football 

Club Facebook page 

- https://www.facebook.com/groups/41693

0885033750/ 

 

http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation/
http://www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au/
http://www.playrugbyleague.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/416930885033750/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/416930885033750/


 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Ministry of Health are funding Mental health education sessions for Parents, Carers 
and Community members supporting young people.  Please see below for 
details.  Lismore sessions are: 
 
Lismore 
•                Monday 22 February 
•                Wednesday 24 February 
•                Tuesday 9 March 
•                Thursday 11 March 
 
Please click here to register. 

 

 

https://bit.ly/2Nm5cRh




 


