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Dear Parents, Staff and Students,
Today the College has celebrated Bullying - No Way Day. This is an annual event on the College calendar and
it is a day where the SRC leads the way to bring awareness of this very serious issue to the College Community.
There is also a documented change in the ‘bullies’ which have been traditionally identified. I would urge you to
read this article which looks at how the bullies are generally now ‘friends’ of the victims, not the enemies. I would
love to state that bullying does not happen in our school. It brings me great sadness that I can’t state this with
confidence. I do know that the College endeavours to deal with every known instance in a way that is fair and
equitable for all parties. If your student is a victim of bullying, please encourage them to speak to their Year/Stage
Coordinator, or alternatively, speak to them yourself.
The students have also completed the biannual bullying survey this week and Coordinators will be chasing this
up with the information gained over the next few weeks. In the lead up to Easter, and during the Lenten season,
we are reminded of the sacrifices made by Jesus for us. Jesus was bullied by people around him. He was a
victim of bullying and name-calling and many wished he would just go away. During this Lent, we need to reflect
on how we can better recognize bullying in ourselves and others so we can build more welcoming and loving
homes, schools and communities.
Demolition is very close to being completed on the ‘old’ C Block. It is a vast and empty space at the moment.
The builders have been very proactive with their organisation of the demolition so that most of the dangerous
and noisy work has been done out of school hours. Weather permitting, we are hoping that work will begin on
the footings next week. The architects have managed to organise a video which is a ‘fly through’ of the new
building. There is no furniture, colours, or the ‘extra’s that will be installed, but it shows the structure of the inside
of the building very nicely. The link to this video can be found here. I am very excited to be able to share this
with you. It seems to have been a long time coming.
ANZAC Day (25 April) will be occurring at the end of Week 1 next term. The Casino services are as follows:
Dawn Service at 5.50am; Mass at St Mary’s at 9.00am followed by the Town March at 10.00am. Students meet
outside the Town Library (behind Aldi) at 9.45am. I would like as many students as possible to represent the
College at these services, dressed in full College uniform. The College ANZAC Service will be held on Monday,
26 April.
The College Open Night will be held on Monday, 26 April, starting at 5.15pm with a visit to the Earth Centre.
Please pass this message onto any prospective students to our College. It is one of the biggest nights of the
year and we are always very proud to showcase our facilities, students and innovative practices here at the
College.
Students will complete Term 1 on Wednesday, 31 March. This will allow staff to be involved in a spirituality day
on Holy Thursday. Students will commence Term 2 on Tuesday, 20 April. As Week 10 will be a very short
week, this will be the last newsletter for the term.

On behalf of the entire College community I would like to offer condolences to Jack Hale (Year 11) and Max
Hale (Year 8) on the death of their Great Grandfather. May he rest in peace.
Finally, as we head into the holidays and Easter, I wish you a holy and blessed Easter. This is the pivotal
component of our Catholic faith and Jesus rising on the Sunday is perhaps the greatest example of his power
to turn sorrow into joy; something we can all use to refer to at some time. We can also use Pope Francis’
tremendous example of the washing of the feet prior to Easter each year as a great illustration of his attitude to
service. This is truly a time where we can aspire to be of greater service to each other. Have a wonderful break
with family and friends.
Yours sincerely

Tracy Robinson
Principal

Upcoming Dates
Week 9



Wednesday, 24 March – Parent Workshops –
6pm NAPLAN, 6.30pm Minimum Standards
Thursday, 25 March – Coordinated Practice
Test for NAPLAN Online – Year 9

Week 10



Wednesday, 1 April – Last Day of Term 1
Thursday, 2 April – Student Free Day/Staff
Spirituality Day

Parish Mass Times
WEEKEND MASS
6 pm (Sat) & 8 am (Sun)
WEEKDAYS
Monday 9.00am, Tuesday 8.00am, Wednesday 8.00am,
Thursday 9.00am, Friday 9.00am, Saturday 9.00am
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 8.30 am—9.00 am
BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS, FUNERALS
(Contact Parish office for details)
COUNTRY MASS
14 February 2021 Mallanganee 10.30am
MASKS ARE RECOMMENDED

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL – LEARNING & TEACHING
Unclaimed Property
The College has collected a huge amount of unclaimed property over the last 12 months and we are now in the
process of trying to redistribute that property to families and students who need it. We have collected a vast
array of:
Water bottles
School shoes
Sports uniforms
School cardigans
School jackets
School shirts
On Wednesday, 24 March, tables will be set up in the Large COLA area of the school from 3:30pm for any
parent or student who wishes to claim any of this property. All of the uniforms have been washed and sanitised,
the shoes have been polished and the water bottles have been cleaned. Please feel free to ask your child to
take what is needed, or to come in and see what we have to offer. These uniforms will be available until Friday,
26 March and will then be donated to a local charity.
Changes to computer loans
From Monday, 22 March, the College will be making changes to the procedures around the lending of laptops
and the charging of laptops during the school day.
Due to an increased number of students forgetting their devices each day and forgetting to charge their devices
at home, we have been forced to implement new procedures that restrict the amount of times students can
borrow school equipment and we have changed the borrowing time frames as well.

The following procedures will come into place:
 Laptops will now be borrowed for the whole day
 Students who borrow laptops take responsibility for their safe return at the end of the day
 Students who need a loan because their computer is in for repair need to produce the white card given
to them at the time they handed their laptop in
 Students who forget their device will have a letter emailed home to parents to alert them that proper
school equipment is not being brought to school.
We have had to change these procedures due to the number of students who are currently not taking
responsibility for their possessions and are not turning up to school with the necessary equipment. It is our hope
that restricting the misuse of school loan computers will encourage students to remember their own equipment
and will mean they are more prepared for class and take less time out to borrow equipment.
Stage 6 Exams
There’s only 2 weeks left of this term and it is hoped that the Stage 6 students take this opportunity to brush up
on their course knowledge and begin their exam revision. The end of preliminary exams will take place in Week
1 of Term 2. These exams will signal the end of the preliminary courses. Week 2, Term 2 will be the start of the
HSC course for Stage 6 students.
If any student is struggling with their workload, needs advice on their subjects or needs extra exam tips, please
feel free to contact the large array of people that are here to support students at this time; myself, Mr Michael
Woerner, Mrs Kerry-Anne McKey, Ms Dana Barnsley, Mrs Clare Axman and all of the chosen Year 12 mentors
as well.
Nadine Connolly
Assistant Principal – Learning & Teaching

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL – MISSION
This week we celebrated the Feast of St Patrick on Wednesday, and the Feast of St Joseph on Friday. St Patrick
is the patron saint of our Lismore Diocese, and this is a link with our Irish Catholic heritage. St Joseph is the
husband of Mary. St Joseph is remembered for his courage with which he protected Mary and Jesus at a time
when society could have chosen to make them outcasts.
The legacy of St Joseph, as a protector and guide, reminds us to look out for each other and behave in a way
that demonstrates our values in all our relationships. We are called to be courageous. We are called to stand up
for what is right. We are called to do what is right. We are reminded in our own struggles, that others will support
us and offer assistance and safety.
Friday, 19 March is also the Day of Action against Bullying. I want to thank our student leaders for the manner
in which they are bringing awareness of this to our students. We, at St Mary’s, Reach Out to others and stand
in solidarity against bullying behaviours.
On Sunday, 21 March it is Harmony Day. A day for us to acknowledge our multicultural, multilingual, and
multifaithed society. This land with which we call home, is home to a great diversity of cultures. Harmony day is
a day to recognise and celebrate our diversity. It is focused on a sense of respect, inclusiveness and belonging
for all Australians.
We welcomed back our student leaders this week who attended the LEAD Conference at McAuley Catholic
College Grafton. In Week 9, we are looking forward to a dozen students having the opportunity to attend
Transitus. We trust they will have an enjoyable time and come back with new friends and a whole lot of energy.
As we move towards the end of the term, we are reminding our students we are constantly striving for success.
We want our students to Reach Out and push themselves to achieve higher, in their class work, their sporting
endeavours and their relationships.
These are a few photos from our Commencement Liturgy that was held in Week 5.

Clare Axman
Assistant Principal - Mission

FROM THE LEADER OF VET, RESOURCES AND CAREERS
Work Experience and Work Placement
Work Experience and Work Placement are both different and worthwhile. Work Placement is part of a Stage 6
VET program and is organised by CONNECT. Students will register with CONNECT as part of their compulsory
placement and CONNECT will find a suitable placement. Students are invited to be part of this process and may
nominate places of preference during the annual CONNECT school visit.
Work Placement is a compulsory part of a VET course.
Work Experience may be undertaken by students in Year 10 and during Stage 6 at the Principal’s discretion. As
we have a duty of care, students MUST complete workplace preparation with me prior to organising a placement.
Students will also need to complete a package of documents and the nominated workplace will need to be
deemed as suitable for students to attend. As all year 10 students should now have completed an organised
resume as part of their Careers program, students should submit this resume to me when they enquire about
Work Experience. This is a natural part of the working experience. I will then discuss workplace preparation with
them prior to issuing forms.
Students may take one week of the school year for Work Experience if this is approved. Holiday Work Experience
is discouraged, as teachers are not available 24/7 to attend to any issues that may arise. We therefore like
students to have researched their preferred industry as part of the Work Experience program so they are making
informed choices. This research will be part of the Careers program in term 2, but can take place at any time.
Please contact me at the school if you have any questions about Work Experience.

Careers Stage 5
Year 10 have completed their first term of Careers. This term we have looked at how the job market is rapidly
changing for Generation Z. All students have begun to look at their own skills and abilities and should now have
completed a resume using the College website scaffold. Next term, we will look at the changing Labour Market,
encourage students to explore a range of career options and what this means for Subject Selection.
Year 10 students will also have the opportunity to attend a local Careers Expo. Please encourage your
son/daughter to make the most of this event by discussing with them who they intend to talk to once the exhibitor
list is given to students. I have seen a number of students talk to exhibitors and gather information which in some
cases has led to a SBAT, while other students don’t make the most of this opportunity. We are available to assist
students in speaking to exhibitors if preferred. More on this event next term. If you have any questions, please
do not hesitate to contact me at the College.
Careers - Stage 6
During Term 1, I have been interviewing Year 12 students who have made appointments with me to support
their thinking and career planning regarding courses that suit their career intentions. Courses vary from
University to University and some Universities are now working well with industry to prepare students with
placements. It is therefore important for students to be informed when they are making career choices, as HECS
(Higher Education Contribution Scheme) is changing and could be a consideration in a career plan.
Next term, I will be speaking with all Year 12 students about how and when to apply for University if that is their
intention. I will explain the UAC (University Admissions Centre - NSW) and QTAC (Queensland Tertiary
Admissions Centre) application process as well as applying for Early Entry. I ask that students hold off on
applications until after I go through this process. I will also be asking local Universities to talk and I encourage
students to attend even if they are not clear on their intentions. It is important to make informed decisions.
UAC are also running a digital conference on April 21 from 6-7.30 pm. This is an excellent opportunity to explore
Universities without having to travel. If your son/daughter is interested in a tertiary education, please bookmark
this event. The link for registration is: UAC Conference. Year 13 are also running another digital expo for 2021
from 17 - 19 May. This was very informative last year, but many students overlooked the opportunity being in
the middle of COVID. Please have a look at the line-up of speakers, register and mark this on your calendar.
Other careers events may be found on the calendar on the smcccareers.com website.
Library
The Library has always been a popular place, particularly at lunchtime where we have a range of activities on
offer. Due to continued large numbers and the limitations of supervision, students are now being asked to sign
in when coming to the Library at lunchtime. Numbers will be capped at 35, so we can adequately cater for
students. Students may still come in to print assessments and borrow books. If the Library is full and students
need to complete tasks, they may work in one of the B Block classrooms. Students may see me ahead of time
if they require a quiet space at lunchtime.
The digital Library is a 24/7 Library. Here students will find Clickview, ebooks and audiobooks through Sora and
may access student guides if they are available. To access, please visit library.cashlism.catholic.edu.au.
Bev Champion
Leader of VET, Resources and Careers

YEAR 7 AND YEAR 9 NAPLAN
This year students in Year 7 and Year 9 will again sit NAPLAN online in Week 4 and 5 of Term 2. To ensure that
Year 9 students are familiar with the online interface, they will be completing a NAPLAN School Readiness Test
next Thursday, 25 March. The results from this test will not be recorded as it is simply an opportunity for students
to familiarise themselves with the test site and the tools available to them on their devices. This testing is also
necessary to ensure that our infrastructure can support the platform, while also helping students to understand
the types of questions they will be asked in the National Assessment Program. Year 7 students will not need to
sit the practice test as they are already familiar with the platform through recent Best Start testing.

Additional information regarding NAPLAN is available on the Acara site
https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan
Joanne Colville
Leader of English

FROM THE LEADER OF STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES
Disability Provisions for students in Years 7-10
If you would like your child to be considered for provisions during the 2021 academic year, please click here for
the application form. Disability provisions are practical arrangements designed to assist students who could not
otherwise make a fair attempt to show what they know in an examination setting. Please return the form to the
College office at your earliest convenience, so that investigations can begin.
For further information, please contact Kelly Scurr, Leader of Student Support Services, via the College Office.
Kelly Scurr
Leader of Student Support Services

SMCC MINISTRY CORNER
Ministry is buzzing at SMCC with students from 7-12
attending or getting ready for a whole range of exciting
events. Here’s your fortnightly overview from your YMO’s
Dan and Theo.
Lead Conference:
Liberty James, Mark Thompson, and Jacob Toohey set off
on Thursday, 11 March to McAuley Catholic College Grafton
for the annual LEAD Conference along with over 200
students from all across the Diocese. Our students were
accompanied by Mr Humphrys and Ms Day. We asked them
about their experience.
Ms Mahaila Day
LEAD was a fantastic opportunity for young people in the
Diocese to come together to deepen their understanding of
faith, equipping them to go forth and continue to be leaders
of faith formation within their own schools. As a religious
education teacher, it was inspiring seeing the mission of the
Church come alive in a new light and witness the encounters
that students had during the conference.
Mr Stephen Humphrys
Last Thursday and Friday I had the privilege of attending the LEAD conference for senior students in Grafton. I
enjoyed the interesting keynote speakers, food, music and authentic testimonials given by various students and
youth ministry leaders. Other people I spoke to said they also believed the conference was worth attending for
the shared faith experience between young people.
Jacob Toohey – Year 11 Student
LEAD was something new and an opportunity I was given that I enjoyed more than I thought I would.
Transitus:
A group of Year 7 students will be heading to the Transitus Retreat on the March, 24 and 25 at Camp Koinonia,
Evans Head. Transitus is an opportunity for Year 7 students to meet people from other schools across the
Diocese and it is also an invitation into a relationship with Jesus.

Ministry Classes:
Sophie Winkler and Harrison Thompson from the Year 10 ministry class have been invited to attend the Year 7
Transitus as leaders. Dan and Theo have been working with them to prepare for this opportunity.
Our Ministry Classes have also been working with our St Mary’s Primary students on a Lenten Project. Our
students are having an awesome time learning how to walk alongside the younger members of our community.
Dan and Theo
Youth Ministry Officers

SMCC SPORT
Important Dates
Wk 9
Tuesday, 23 March - Northern Dio Soccer Gala Day (Open Boys) @ Lismore
Tuesday, 23 March - Girls League Tag Challenge (U14/16/18) @ Casino
Wednesday, 24 March - Northern Country Rugby League Trials @ Smithtown
Wk 10
Monday, 29 March - NSWCCC Swimming @ Homebush
Monday, 29 March - Bill Turner Trophy (U15 Girls) Rd 1 @ Kyogle
Dio Tennis Championships
Our Diocesan tennis team travelled to Tweed Heads to compete against other schools in the Diocese. All of our
students played some excellent tennis and should be commended on their sportsmanship. The Open boys’ and
Open girls team both finished as Runners Up and faced some really strong competition. Despite only being in
Year 7 our junior teams fought hard and finished 3rd in the Diocese. Special mention must go to our Open boys’
team: Connor Turner (Year 10), Harrison Thompson (Year 10), Ryan Monaghan (Year 9) and Ben George (Year
8) who only dropped 19 games across 14 matches. A fantastic achievement.

Diocesan Winter Sports Teams Announced
Congratulations to Jackson Bennett (Year 9) who was selected in the Lismore Diocesan U15 rugby league team,
after trialling at St John’s College, Woodlawn on Tuesday, 9 March. Jackson will now travel to Smithtown later
this month as part of the Lismore Diocesan team to play in the Northern Country trials against
Newcastle/Maitland for a chance to attend NSWCCC. Well done Jackson.

Student Achievement
Congratulations to Ashton Harley (Year 11) on his recent selection into the NRRRL Titans U17 Academy Squad.
Ashton will now train with the squad and have the opportunity to play in the curtain raiser at Cbus Super Stadium
before the Manly Sea Eagles take on the Gold Coast Titans on Sunday, 20 June. Well done Ashton.
Colourful Cross Country
Unfortunately, due to the recent rainfall and state of the track, the tough decision was made to postpone the
Colourful Cross Country that was scheduled for yesterday afternoon. Student safety was the determining factor
with wet and muddy sections of the track preventing vehicular access in the event of an emergency.
All students in YearS 7-10 will now run the Cross Country during their sport lessons in Week 1 of Term 2. Senior
students who are interested in competing need to see Mr Ryan before the end of Term 1 if they have not already
done so. The Colour Run will be held as a separate event later in the year, with the date yet to be confirmed.
Mike Ryan
Sports Coordinator

INDONESIAN CORNER
Education Perfect Languages Championships 2021
Tuesday, 16 March 16:00 to Tuesday, 23 March 16:00
St Mary's Catholic College has entered the Education Perfect Languages Championships 2021. Students are
encouraged to work through Languages content on their Education Perfect account to join students from around
the world to learn Languages, earning points towards awards (and maybe even prizes!) for themselves, while
helping our school to shine on an international platform. Learn. Compete. Win. Let the Championships begin!
Katie Coughlan
Indonesian Teacher

CHESS
Last Friday SMCC Chess team played Kadina in the first round of the NSW Country Secondary Schools
Knockout Chess Competition. We lost on this occasion 3 rubbers to 1. Each of our team members learned
lessons for next time and enjoyed playing against new opponents. We have one more chance to remain in the
competition. Our next match will be against another school who also lost their first round match. This match
will take place either during the last weeks of this term or early in term 2.
Stephen Humphrys
Teacher

CANTEEN ROSTER
Week 9

Week 10

22/3

29/3

23/3

30/3

24/3

31/3

25/3

1/4

26/3 Julie Turner and Tina 2/4
Beadman

Student Free Day
Good Friday

UNIFORM SHOP
The Uniform Shop will be closed on Thursday, 1 April due to a staff Spirituality Day. The Uniform Shop will reopen on Tuesday, 20 April with the normal opening times as stated below.

Uniform Shop Opening Hours
Tuesdays
3.15pm to 5.00pm
Thursdays
2.00pm to 5.00pm
Payments of cash, cheque or EFTPOS are welcome.
SECOND HAND UNIFORMS
Sustainable School Shop is an online shop dedicated to buying and selling of second hand uniforms. For more
information ring 1300683337 or visit www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au.
Please note that this facility is available for use with the new College uniforms only.

St Mary’s Catholic College Traffic Management Plan
St Mary’s Catholic College acknowledges the complexity around traffic flow - both pedestrian and vehicular within and immediately outside the St Mary’s College Precinct. The complexity poses a potential risk, particularly
to pedestrians, and the reduction of that risk demands cooperation from staff, students, parents, visitors to the
College, and external service providers.
It is imperative, therefore, that the following directions be observed:





No private vehicles should ‘double-park’ or stand on Canterbury Street to drop, collect or wait for
students;
No private vehicles should ‘double-park’ or stand on Canterbury Street for the purpose of business
exchange at the College;
All vehicles must be parked in designated parking areas on Canterbury Street and West Street if they
are conducting any business at the College;
Drivers need to drop-off and/or pick up students in the pick-up and drop off zone north of the West Street
Bus Bay.

For ease of movement and the safety of all involved the following parking directions are to be observed:



Staff and Visitor parking is available at the front office, and in front of the College in Canterbury Street.
Student parking is available on West Street.

Pedestrians should be alert to the possibility of vehicles at all times. Students are to use pathways wherever
they are available. Students crossing Canterbury Street or Centre Street must use the pedestrian crossings on
these roads.

Richmond Valley Council Rangers have been in contact with the College regarding the number of parents who
are dropping their students off in Canterbury Street and who are either double parking or stopping in a No
Stopping Zone. The College would like to encourage parents to use the “Drop Off’ Zone which is located in West
Street when dropping your students to school of a morning.

